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THURSDAY, JUNE 24, 1993
· Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to strongly oppose any compromise in President Clinton's campaign proposal to lift the ban on gays in the military. Not every public issue lends itself to a compromise. The compromises on this issue that are now being widely proposed are immoral and unworkable.

· It is absurd to tell gay men and lesbians in the service that `We won't ask, if you don't tell.' As we have been reminded countless times, military personnel share a life--they are together 24 hours a day, often in close quarters. Their morale and their unit cohesiveness stem partly from the fact that they share their concerns and interests with each other. They talk about their friends and families, about their work and civilian life, and about their hopes and fears for the future. A `don't ask, don't tell' policy would exclude gays from this camaraderie, and subject them to precisely the kind of discriminatory treatment from which they now suffer.

· We need equity and parity in the military between heterosexuals and homosexuals. We need a code which prohibits sexual harassment and misconduct, regardless of the sexual orientation of the perpetrator or the victim.

· We must reject any compromise which perpetuates the current system. The current system allows large numbers of gays to serve in the military, provided they accept the mandate to behave in a hypocritical and deceptive fashion. The current system legitimizes myths and stereotypes about homosexuals, fostering prejudice, and inhibiting progress.

· What I am proposing is neither new nor radical. Most countries have military establishments in which gays serve with no special restrictions. In our own country for the past 30 years, city after city has absorbed gays into the quasi-military organization of police and fire departments without incident.

· In 1965, when the Civil Rights Act opened public accommodations to African-Americans, no one suggested that we strike a middle ground between discrimination and free access. No one suggested that restaurants that had never served blacks be ordered to do so in the parking lot but not in the dining room. I cannot support a compromise on the issue of gays in the military which echoes the rule in Animal Farm which proclaims, `All are equal, but some are more equal than others.'

