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Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today in unqualified support of extending unemployment benefits for the long-term unemployed.  
The United States is a great nation.  We’re a great nation because we are the land of opportunity.  We’re a great nation because we are the home of the American Dream, where hard work and playing by the rules have always equaled success.  But the United States is also a great nation because we assist our fellow citizens in need—those who have fallen on hard times and through no fault of their own are in need of a safety net.  
An out-of-control Wall Street and the reckless deregulation pursued by the Bush Administration brought us the greatest economic crisis since the Great Depression.  Tens of millions of American’s lost their jobs, and fourteen million still are unemployed today.  Forty-five percent of those unemployed have been out of work for six-months or more.  

Every day, I hear from constituents that lost their job during the great recession and have been struggling to get by. 
From one constituent: 
I have been unemployed for almost 2 years. Never in my 51 years of life have I ever experienced anything like this. I submit resumes via Craigslist daily, I network and I have done whatever I can to get back to work. I will be homeless if [unemployment] benefits are not extended.  

And another: 

I'd really like to know if there's another unemployment benefits extension in the works. I am 53, with no family, and no car that I can live in, but I will lose my apartment if I can't find a job… or get more benefits. It's no secret that jobs are VERY hard to come by, and I've had a really good work history, but that means nothing right now. 

And another: 

I have sent out hundreds of resumes, both for positions in my field, and for positions I knew I could do, or have done when I was just starting out. I have received less than ten acknowledgements of receipt of my resume over the course of 21 months. My background and education are solid.
And another: 

My job as CFO of a small restaurant chain, headquarter in Santa Monica, was eliminated in Dec. 2010. Since then I have been unable to find employment and, as a result, had to sell my condo at a considerable financial loss. I have been surviving through the extended unemployment program offered by the federal government. If this program is not renewed, I have no idea how I will cope, financially, or mentally.  
And another: 

I'm 63, was let go from a very significant position back in February 2008 after eight years of being a Multi Award Winning Sales Executive, in two industries… in working over 40 years without interruption I have been collecting unemployment benefits for two years.  I’m embarrassed to tell you how many resumes and contacts I’ve made, competing with men and women in their 20's, 30's, 40's.

This has taken a huge toll on my life as you can imagine… my condo is for sale and I’m being audited by the IRS… my health has deteriorated and I didn’t have health insurance for past two years. 
For too many Americans, unemployment benefits are the difference between having a roof over their head, or sleeping on the street; having food to feed their kids, or skipping dinner; seeing a doctor, or living with chronic illness. 
As a great nation, we have an obligation to provide a lifeline to these fellow citizens. It is incumbent on us a decent society.
I have cosponsored legislation to extend unemployment insurance through the end of 2012.  I have also cosponsored legislation to help the so-called “99-ers,” by extending the length of federal benefits by an addition 14 weeks, to 113 weeks total. 

But Congress must do more. My constituents need more than a safety net.  They need jobs.

According to a recent report by the Washington Post, this Republican House is on track to be least productive first session in 20 years. In a full year, Republicans have yet to pass a single bill to create a single job. 
The Republicans’ refusal to take up measures to help restart our economy—like President Obama’s American Jobs Act— is all the more reason that we must extend these essential unemployment benefits.  I urge my colleagues to stand up for the unemployed Americans who are facing catastrophe through no fault of their own and vote now to extend this critical lifeline. 
