Tongress of the Anited States
Mashington, BE 20515

April 3, 2009

The Honorable Nita M. Lowey The Honorable Kay Granger

Chairwoman Ranking Member

House Appropriations Committee House Appropriations Committee
Subcommittee on State, Foreign Operations Subcommittee on State, Foreign Operations
Room HB-26, The Capitol 1016 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515 . Washington, D.C, 20515

Dear Chairwoman Lowey and Ranking Member Granger:

As you prepare the FY 10 State, Foreign Operations Appropriations bill, we write in
strong support for including $5 million for the Middle East Regional Cooperation (MERC)
program, which fosters direct and pragmatic scientific cooperation between Arabs and Israelis.

First introduced in an amendment to the Foreign Operations bill in 1979, MERC was
established as a way to advance the Camp David Accords and encourage Egyptians and Israelis
to put political views aside and pursue joint scientific efforts for the benefit of the entire region.
Since then, MERC’s competitive, peer-reviewed grants have produced cutting-edge research to
eliminate mosquito-borne and infectious diseases prevalent in the region, develop techniques for
crop management in desert climates, and advance new technologies for wastewater {reatment,
among many other achievements. The program has also expanded to include scientists from
Morocco, Tunisia, Lebanon, Jordan, and the Palestinian Authority, and generated powerful
testimonials about personal relationships forged and sustained even under the most trying
political conditions.

In light of MERC’s record of success, we urge you to continue the modest U.S.
investment in MERC, averaging approximately $5 million annually in recent years. We look
forward to working with you to maintain one of USAID’s longest-standing and most successful
regional aid programs and an enduring model for Arab-Israeli partnership.

Sincerely,

ITENRK A. WASRIAN GARY L. ACKERMAN
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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OWARD L. BERMAN " RUSH D. HOLT
Member of Congress Member of Congress

AROLYN B. MALONEY,
Member of Congress
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ALCEE L. HASTINGS
Member of Congress

TAMMYBALDWIN
Member of Congress  a,

TSWSAN A. DAVIS

Member of Congress Member of Congress
ROBERT WEXLER | EDWARD J. MARKEY
Member of Congress Member of Congress

RON KLEIN

Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Member of Congress Member of Congress




DINA TITUS
Membeg.of Congress

CHRIS VAN HOLLEN
Member of Congress

EARL BLUMENAUER
& Member of Congress

MIKE ROSS
Member of Congress .

KEITH ELLISON
Member of Congress

BRIAN BAIRD
Member of Congress

Member of Congress
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DEBBIE WASSERMAN SHU
Member of Congress
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