
2204 RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515-0530 

(202) 225-3976 

www.house.gov/waxman 

DISTRICT OFFICE: 

8436 WEST THIRD STREET 
SUITE 600 

Los ANGELES, CA 90048-4183 
(323)651-1040 
(818)878-7400 
(31 0) 652-3095 

cteongre~~ of tbe Wntteb ~tate~ 
1!}ouge of l\epregentatibeg 

OOlasbtngton, llC!C 20515-0530 

The Honorable Eric K. Shinseki 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
Department of Veterans Affairs 
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Washington, D.C. 20420-0002 

Dear Secretary Shinseki: 

HENRY A. WAXMAN 
30TH DISTRICT, CALIFORNIA 

October 4, 2012 

I am writing once again regarding Building 209 on the West Los Angeles Veterans 
Administration Medical Center (West LA VA). 

RANKING MEMBER 
COMMilTEE ON 

ENERGY AND COMMERCE 

As we have discussed, the renovation of Building 209 is essential for providing homeless 
veterans with long-term therapeutic services. Los Angeles has many of the nation's homeless 
veterans and many of them require comprehensive services that cannot be met by traditional 
homeless housing programs. It is shameful that we are not meeting their needs. 

Some progress has been made. I joined with Senator Feinstein to ensure that your request 
for $20 million for renovation of Building 209 was included in legislation that Congress enacted 
last October. But construction, which the VA expected to begin in June 2012, has not yet 
started. In fact, a contract for construction has not yet even been awarded. There is a deep 
frustration that the benchmarks and deadlines the VA has set for the project have expired and 
there is no fixed date for the start of the project. 

That is why I am asking you to intervene personally to ensure work on this vital project is 
expedited. As a first step, the contract for renovation should be awarded without further delay. 
The contract has been advertised for bid twice and the deadline for bids has expired. There is no 
reason why your Department should not award the contract this month. 

As a second step, I urge you to expedite work on Building 209. Previous VA schedules 
have indicated that work would be completed 18 months after the award of the contract, which 
would be in May 2014 if the contract is issued this month. I request that you investigate whether 
this timeline can be accelerated. 

The VA has also identified two other buildings, Buildings 205 and 208, to provide 
services for homeless veterans. I would like to know what progress is being made on these 
buildings, what needs to be done to secure funding for them, and when veterans can expect 
construction to be completed. And I reiterate my request for detailed information about the land 
use decisions the VA has made and the revenues the VA has received from them. 
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I know you share my great concern about the need for long-term therapeutic services for' 
veterans at the West LA VA campus. But I hope you appreciate how intolerable the seemingly 
endless delays have become. Our veterans need action and they need it now. I want to work 
with you to ensure that this happens. 

erely 

a.~ ... 
A. w ~ 
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