Hon. Henry A. Waxman

Floor Statement

HR 359, Terminating Taxpayer Funding of Presidential Election Campaigns
Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong opposition to H.R. 359, which repeals nearly 40 years of reforms in how our presidential election campaigns are funded.  It is a great disservice to our democracy and to fundamental democratic processes.  

As with the House vote to repeal the Affordable Care Act, this sweeping measure has been brought up for a vote without any hearing, without any testimony, without any documentation, and without any opportunity for those who support current law to state their case before the American people.  

The new Republican leadership pledged to be open, transparent, and fair in the workings of the House.  These good principles are simply being ignored, once again.

I don’t believe the American electorate wants to have even more corporate influence in presidential elections.  During the midterm election season, there was no call to scrap our public finance system, but there was a real sense of concern and a vigorous debate about the huge amounts of corporate funds that entered the campaign season as a result of the Supreme Court’s ruling in Citizens United last year.  

 H.R. 359 would undermine processes that have been an essential part of our electoral system since the Federal Election Campaign Act Amendments of 1974 were enacted in the wake of the greatest corruption scandal in modern American history, Watergate.  Watergate was marked, in significant measure, by revelations of massive amounts of cash from undisclosed sources being funneled into our presidential election campaigns and expended without proper accountability.  Congress responded with significant reforms that restored the integrity of our presidential elections.

For decades there has been a consensus that public funding of presidential campaigns is preferable to special interest funding.  Every Republican and Democratic presidential nominee from 1976 through 2008, except for Barack Obama, used the public finance system for their general election campaigns.  The system is contingent on support from private donors; there is a match of public funds, which are donated on a purely voluntary basis by Americans who want to promote honest elections.  The system makes campaigns possible for candidates who initially do not have access to substantial funding.  It encourages the broadest participation by candidates across the political spectrum.  This strengthens our democracy and the vibrancy of political campaigns, thereby serving the interest of the American people.

Proposals have been introduced in recent Congresses to strengthen and improve the public finance system, which has had difficulty providing sufficient funding to meet the almost-uncontrollable escalation in the costs of running for president.  We should be considering legislation today to update and improve it, not to destroy it. 
Although the public finance system runs on voluntary contributions, the Republican leadership has promised that getting rid of it will control the deficit.  In reality it will only further lard presidential campaigns with special interest money.  

Like our vote on the Affordable Care Act last week, the Republicans can vote to repeal our landmark post-Watergate reforms without offering anything to replace them.  Their indifference toward the public interest is a threat to the integrity of future elections.   
I urge my colleagues to vote against this legislation.

