Congress of the Hnited States
1Hashington, A 20515

July 31, 2009

Abdullah bin Abd al-Azix Al Saud
Custodian ol the Two TToly Mosques
King of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Dear King Abdullah:

We have laken great interest in the Arab Peace Initiative and its evolution over the past few
years, We have been cncouraged by the possibility that this initiative has ofTered an important
element in the effort toward peace in the Middle East.

In his address 10 the Muslim world in Cairo, President Barack Obama called on Arab states to

live up to their responsibility and recognize lsracli legitimacy. We believe thal the President™s

call to the Arab world to move in this dircction represents an nnpm tant request that can open a
path to a better future.

We recall that prior suceessful negotiations leading toward peace between Isracl and its Arab
neighbors involved direct contact between the partics and a forswearing of war even belore any
actual movement on the ground. For example, Lgypt’s President Anwar Sadat visited Jerusalem
in 1977 in a transformational event that forever changed the nature of Isracl’s perception of the
Arab world. And Jordan®s King Iusscin opened direct ties with Isracl well belore (he realization
of the Isracli-Jordanian peace treaty.

We have been disappointed thus [ar to see the public reaction of your government to President
Obama’s request. Rather than expressing willingness to break down barriers between Arabs ane
Israelis, your forcign minister asserted that Saudi Arabia could not take any step loward
normalization before the return of all Arab land.

We urge you Lo asser! a strong leadership role and help lead the Middle Last to a new era of
peace and reconciliation by stepping forward with a dramatic gesture toward Israel akin to the
steps laken earlicr by the leaders of Egypt and Jordan. We believe that such @ step on your part
can help open the door o a better future and will reinforce the initiative indertaken by President
Obama in Caro.

Sincerely,

Bl S Sl flfa
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